applied, for they did not know how to open the discourse with him, 
whether with regard to his person, his property, or the life of his 
sons and daughters.” 


[F] [Proving that while one is studying Torah, the angel of death 
cannot touch a person, the following is told:| A disciple of R. 
Hisda fell sick. R. Hisda sent two disciples to him, so that they 
would repeat Mishnah traditions with him. [The angel of 
death] turned himself before them into the figure of a snake, 
and they stopped repeating traditions, and [the sick man] died. 


[G] A disciple of Bar Pedaiah fell ill. He sent to him two 
disciples to repeat Mishnah traditions with him. [The angel 
of death] turned himself before them into a kind of star, 
and they stopped repeating Mishnah traditions, and he 
died. 


[H] Zt was taught: A mourner repeats traditions in a passage 
with which he is not familiar. 


[I] That would be illustrated by the following: R. Yosé had 
[a bereavement]. R. Yohanan sent him two disciples to 
repeat Mishnah traditions with him. We do not know 
whether that is because it is permitted to do so, or 
because they repeated traditions for him in a passage 
with which he is not familiar. 


[J] And is R. Yosé not familiar [with the whole of the 
Torah]? 


[K] But [they repeated traditions], for example, concerning 
those statements of a rabbi in which a man would have 
to investigate deeply, and these would be passages in 
which one is not familiar. 


[L] R. Yosé bar Petros, father-in-law of R. Joshua b. 
Levi by reason of |Joshua’ s] first wife, had a 
bereavement. Bar Qappara sent him two disciples 
to repeat Mishnah traditions with him. 


[M] We do not know whether he did so because it is 
permitted to do so or because [the mourner] 
yearned after Torah. 


[N] And so we have learned: If the mourner thirsted 
after the Torah, it is permitted [to him to study 
Torah during his bereavement]. 


